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'ISRABL  TOURISKM

By A. Emr (Gmsalmar for Tm:rim)

In ‘the past,’ Tsragl's role- i world tourism hes not béen mnapicuoua, a.nd it
':Ls onl;!f ya&mlly “fhat shéis beginning to galn-a place ocn.the map as & tourigt
aoun'bry.‘ Hmvar, in thé ceuntry's economy and in the balansing :of -the national .
" budget, toirism slready plays a léading part, and its importame is steadily srowing.

N In 1954 “the ’follﬂw:m.g gums in fare:.gn ‘CuUrTency Were mhangad. by Sourists
for” Iara.al currency “¥or ‘living expenses i § 4.5 milliony for gifts —-§ 1.5 m:i.ll:‘..on,
‘:':“'fca:r ticke‘ts on ‘gomégtic ‘@ir— and shipping lines < § 3)5 miliior. That is te -W!
K ”‘5'm1111uﬂ. “Koograing ‘to Ehe- estima-he ‘o7 the Tourist Centre, ,50;@
 $h8 ‘overall amoint 0f ‘dollers’ sxpended on vickets <~ remained in the coutry. T
" other words, “the added valae in Pfordign currerey wad, in the year 1954, about

4 million dcllars.: . = ..

In 'tha Sane’ ;rea.r of 1954, ‘g'r o 68 incone from the exgart of tax:tilaa amnu.nted o
%o # 4.6 miliions from the export of automobiles — § 6.49 million; and from the
food induetry; including by=products of oitrug fruils — $ 4. 35 m:l.llinn._ Since
CihHe gross income From touriew was: $.9,5 pildion, we see. tha'b the_bourist 'bra.d.e
: ‘ncmpies first place ‘amoying- our m:.tatrn.al exporta.

Tt 4g tree that.when our mnmt pioture is viewed. as a whola, we see that

Cogonrden conetitutes but-10% of & 4T-million-dollar -expork. tuade. (nqt tak:i.ng :l.n‘ho

* sbcowdt-the fricome from travel tickets)... It may be said that the incowe from the
ot rade in-19 Baropean countries .on an.mverage doeg-not exceed 5% of the

total exports, but in those countries eXpoTts run into billions of d.olla.rs (especially

- .in England and. Gemany) In, hae}ma::d. dauﬁ't:r ios — bau]mard fram the standpamt of
. indpstrial output, and, axpm'ha e mnrim asaumas a more J.mpurta.m; plma, par- "
_.‘-_;.nentagamse, than here.. In Jcmdan, for axampla, 't*.he immna f:':om fourism" cumpnses
_ 0% of the. ata.ta 'y 'tota.l expm‘.!'ba and. in Iﬁbmon, ‘53% Qf the total azpar'l‘.s, waile
. i Feypt, on the other hami, it is only 2.5% of the total exports, ‘beosise of ‘the
. @oope. of. ‘Egyptian (c:ot'trm) axporta, which remh $ 400 miliion Annnally.

, The rising.. tr&ncl :i.n *bhe fluw o:f.' 'baurista to Iara.al that hag been :m erv:.dema
. .during the past tw:a years am‘bmuea umhecked. :Ln 1955- “The cwara.li riamber o
. tourigbs win 1954 was 10% graa.'ter 'bhan in 1953 a.nd. 17% grea.tar '&ha.n in 1952. In the
- mouth of January uf the year 1955, tha m.unbar of 'Bourista was ‘23% greater ‘bhan in
. .the cmaspmding month of 1331'. yem-, :m Februa;ry, it was 55 5% Eraa-tar, :m Ma:roh 26%,
© in Aprdl, 3.8% o
/
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O an gverago, thé mmber of fourists in the firat four q;'mi“hhs of the year axzceedad the
suber that came last year Wy 23%. |

A yesr ago, the Tourist Centre ‘set iteelf the bask- of imreasmg the number
of tourists, within the next.3 - 4 years, to 100,000 a year. * Aoeordingly,the overall
number of tourists in’ 1955 ought to Teach 50,000 «w- that is, & rise of 25% over last
year's figure. And; indeed, all signs point te-the mmber of tourigts this year *
living up to the above eatimate. It is to be hoped that a similar rise will Yake
place in the dength of tha:.'t &bey, which, in turn, will bring an increase. in :ro:caign
cm:rency mcme. L

. The development of tourism trings. with it mot” cm.]y imome in’ foveign currency
but iikewise & marked extengion of the labour market. . . Bines 'bhe tourish trade
. conaiits mainly of servises, it requires cohsiderable ‘maumpower. I requires imveste
mens in rosdbuilding and in the erection of hotela, airperts, harbours, ‘Bouvenir fac- .
toriﬂa, etg, With the. axtansmn of .@ervices came -a ocorresponding gmwth in *i;he zmad
for manpower in opder 'bcr f£ill the needs and demanda of the’ teuria%a-

In the' aoun'trias of . Weatem Elmupa 'y mtwithatand:mg 'hhmr heing strmﬂy
indngtrisl cmmtrms, 5—10% of a.ll wor]s:srs are employed, d:.recﬂ.y or indirectly, in
3 tourist services.:

Along with the afforta 46 redss the mmiber. af toum.atm a.ud. -i-.h;a lang'bh of
then.r stay :Ln 'bha c:omtry', an affort ahuuld. ‘m ma.da o iuﬂraaaa 'kha averaga sum o:i'
muney spem'- hﬂ.’:-e b:r aa.c:h 'bourmt, frc»:u S 100-140 to 3 200. L

Petential ingome in fareign eurrency frem the tm:.s-h trade in the cm;i.ng-
yeara may Ghus be put at tam of millions of dollars per year ~— a.nd. the number of ;
peaple aadaing 'bhe.’n: livelibood from tourims, ‘at tens of thousands of paopla. . In.

Switmrland., 180,000 peocple gain their 1welihmd d:i.raoﬂy from the tourist trade. -

' garious obstackes hamper the dwelomant of the’ 'touria'h mnvement A7) Iaraslq
One - ia the-gecurity aitmt:mn, whioh ‘exercises’ conaid.eraﬂﬁla influense on tourim by
keeping many poténbial tourists avm.y' Proi hara. by fur'thlar Wm “the barrier now
exizting batwesn Tarael and’ ‘Her Avab. m:xgh"bmra, as 6 result ‘of which the’ bourigt is
] obliged to undertake two geparate 3ourmys in this part of the world — one to the
neighbouring countries,. and gnother. ho Israsl: - if he wiahea 4o sas. all -the hn:ly
pla.cea on. both gides of the border. - R TP : . S -

 Tri: §he- cbmtries of Europe, 80-90% crf all ‘poarists come frow neighbouring
lands, and ut’ 19--20% from Gverseas. - Oxﬂ.y ;m England does 'l'.he mm‘ber of visitors frm
across the seas (U.S, and Cansda) reach 50%, and’ this is ‘ue to the close. ties that’ |
have been maintained for ganera:tmm among {he Engl:.ah-—speuking countries.  likewize in
Labandn, . Beypt, &yris, and the rest of thﬂ Hiﬁﬂla East ocoutitries, more than half ‘of the .
sourista-oame. frm neighbouring countries. In Terael, nearly the entire 1007 oome -
from Gverseass (Thosd who enter Tsrael by way of the Mandelbaum Cate also come f:w
wBraaa.a). Thege tourists, morecver, must content themselves with visiting Iarml
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wharea.a din E.::f:upa the average overseas tourist viarba fou:r: oountriea in '!;h.g cmsa of

his tm. ' L o
vaioualy, the a:.tuation would changs overnight if political conditions parmittad.

tlm m-ganiming of reglohal touts From the Pyramids to the Parthenon, via the Isnd of -

the Bn.bla bea Tt of the Jewigh People and ancient cenire of world culture. . Bab 'bhis

tim ha.a not ye‘l'. cnme, and Ffor the time Being the Tourigh Gantra is werking on the.
'baaia uf axiatin.g poli‘hinal cond.ztiona.

.Along w:.'l'.h the regular pu'blicity far a.ttra.ctmg tmn-ista, thﬂ 'i‘ou;ra.st ‘Centré
lﬂ ata;pping up. ite efforta to emuu:l:'a.ge orgammed grnups o:t‘ 'hm:rm'ba to cama %o thm
ﬂmn'bryn 'I‘he m:m'ber o.'E such gruupa iimreasad. in 1954 h;sr 30%, eenzparad. £T3 1953,
the mmbe;r.' af *hou::-mts :m 'theaa g;r:oupa meaaed w 55% Mﬂre B'krik:mg gtill is the
rise in “Ehﬁ mmber ﬂf days thay rama:mad hara ~— 50, 009, or 83% more '!;ham. in the previous
yea.r. (Thaae flgures do not molud.a Sourists Wm:m tha na.me ud.’ “the Jewish -
cgg_ggx,) ];‘w:mg the f:.ra"b thraa manths af 1955, +he m:m:'ber of groupa i;:crea.seé., in
‘qemparigon with th.a aorresponding period J.a.s-l: year, by 106% (62 groups instead of 50), _
and the musber of partlulpants increased by 113% (3,330 instead of 1,761). We do not
as yeot poaaeﬂs f::.gm-es on ‘the length of ‘stay of these 'hou:r:mts, but 4t m.y e safely
aasumad 'bha'l: 'I:his fu,gu:ca w:_ll 'ba even .grea.‘ter, proportiona.l]y. S

l ‘:tmnm, '«’-n thﬂ flnﬂl anﬂ-h"ﬂis, depends mt nn 'bha mnn”ber &F tourists
whn v:.sit the cmmw—.r e ﬁ:rﬁr m«n.w,__g_mi.ther on 'bhe degree mf aa.tiafac:'hmn with
;which ‘the. 'heurls’a lesves Iarael, his entbusiasdi or & tﬁhmm, avd, ammr d:mg]y, 'bhe
mesgage he '\mkaa 'hswk with him, Af'ha:r 'the Wa.'r uf Id.hera‘bim, & la.rge mbar of _
| touristy, visited Ismelg ?m'k a‘t ‘hhﬂd‘- 'blm mamy of the sew:.c:es 'bhat 'bem:‘is’aﬂ regard .
s agsential were gtill msm.ng, and sa they wan-l; home disappomtaﬁ_’ m in ‘the:u.' wake
_came_ & marked drop in Tho manber of tWi“H in 1952- We note with aatiafa::tmn that
_gince then services and arrangementa fc» -hmr:x.sta hma m:ﬂargoné & vast mwament
-The tourists who. vigited Iaraal in 1954 veﬁurnad wel:l. satiﬁfmd., ‘Ehanks ma,in]y +0
- %he improvement that. bad, taken pla.ue m he q_uallty af the v a-rmug Eﬂrvmag, ik s
hotels,, transpnrtatmm, guides, | nf-al“tamant a-bc. For’ theae a.re -bha ‘&h;u]gg which
§n the end, dstermine fhe attituds of themodern — ganem,w rather Hpoile& S
towards the coamiry he 1s 'ﬂ'isi”ﬁin& e

- UBatisfied tourisis not OﬂlY -encotage the 1a:rger tour:l..at 'blmea.tm ﬂ.'brna.d.
- {£or many Of Whoid rghs ‘déspatching of ofgamed tourist groups to Israsl last yesr
was & Bratdenew 'éxper-iamia) %o continne nqding Tsrael in their Fouring programmes,
gt “much toukiste also serve as ambassadorsf Israel tourism = the most impartant
. propagandists of “them sll.. Far the tourist? today is no adventure-geeker; as in the
" Yagt eémtury, what ‘he wints, first and foremt, is comfort. And go he does not merely
' ‘read ‘the ‘printed publicity bocklets bul adks: h e ar details, from hig frisnd -
who ‘has been ihere, sbout conditions in the Gutry — especially when the comntry in
q_ues‘hiﬁn gtill lacks a Tirm, well-ogtablished yrigt tradition.
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. of diffioulties ang diaccmfmvta, and was therefor

profouni. aasociatmns in the heart. C}fLJW and Cbria'tian al:l.ka.)
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In the 19th cantury pecpla tra.vellad. to .collecy J.mnreasiom.

Bvery Journey
into an unimown land was lmkacl

upon as an adventure » begides involving all sorts
e limited to the more bardy eouls.

The development of means of tramparta'binn, on the one band, and the social legimlation

that calls for regular lmlidays Tor workers, on the othay hand, ng well ag the genoral
rise in the atanda.xd. of living of the populations of the wnrld, partiuular]y of the
middle clagses have matad & large tmm‘b patan-hia.l, In 1954 aoma 100 million
tuurists viai‘téfi parba of the world. Ameriean tourigts alone who vis:x,tad Eﬂ'ﬂ‘pﬁ ‘that
year . apan‘b about s bill:.on dollary, in addition to¢ the 250 m:i.llion ﬂﬂllaz'a that wers _
pa.id. aat fon . trips on non-fmerican lines. Twenty million Eizropea.ns crossed the bordsra

of 'bheiil:' countries this year, in order ta vizit other Baropean countriecs | a5 'tuurists.

A.n;srnna w.hu does. 7ot embark on a short fir flight nowadays is locked upon as
lagging behind thﬂ times, Tt ig. assumed, that as & result of technologisal imprwemn'bs
and’ of the x':t.sa :m ﬂlﬂ aul‘tural and material level of 'bhe worldts popula.tion, 't:he :
flmw of tom:is"ba will inm:aaaa An geometric progresgion, The wm:*ld.'a *bouria'ﬁ pa’sen‘tia.l

is ea'bmatad a,t one b:l.ll:l.on tnur:l.sta Por years..

Hnst of fhe touriats of today —- -~ and, to an even greater ex'han“ts of ‘t;unarrw,

" are men nf moderate means and moderate tastes. Waat they are loolking for, First of

all, is nnt nnrval‘by 'nut 'bhe personel comforts. that will make it poszible for them
o ::':.a.a in ‘! a:i.:tmla.m ‘l".hnugh they had amply taken & hotel room for tha night,

: “-“'-"t‘ L arch for hotels - hotels that will
give" $hem that feeling af hume Ra'hurerlly, once. outside the notel, the tourist algo

wgnta o gee the noveltids. and. apecmltiaa of the J.ani ke ::,ﬂ v:.x.aa.ting, such as histopi.
eal placess {Our: cou.mry ig well-blebied with historieal a:.tea, 'Iihae &mekening .
He takas gpecigl
interest in:everything that seems to bahnique %o the c:mmtry, he 11: draaa oz folklore
a5 expressed in dance or song o any otbF art, He' wan‘ts to be en‘&eﬂm.md., and. . . -
among megns. of entertainment the languad: of music’ s for him 'bhe “bea't-—anders‘tnod. T%
ig for this reagon that: all lecalities wihing to a‘htra.c‘l*. 'fiouriats ‘organize misiecal
festivalsy on & larger or =maller scale. Fihﬂll-?‘s the " '!:ouriat expects & cordial wel- ¥,
‘came, snok-ag.an official gesture, but as iwelcome '_F!rcm the hea.rt. o o

. The tasgk ‘of attrecting tourists i not gn eaay one, for :i.t involves a great
deal of preparation and organization in velous fields. Th Bpite of 311 the difficulties
mentioned sbove, the Tourist Centre 'is g0ir ahead with ita plang to imﬂge the
snmual mumber of visitors to 100,000 in, ABeourse of the next 34 yeurs. Thig P:rﬂ-
gramme is eapa“ble of raaliaatinn, wan undesyi sting pnlitical conditions aﬂd"using
the means ami :Lnatrmuents currently at oul Gpomal — that is, the exigting hﬂtelg
and thoae nnw undar uonstruc‘bion- ‘ E y BOWEY, the Teurigt Cenire wiahaa %0 sUrpass
the goa.]. 11: haﬁ set fn:' z_tself :E‘o:c '!;ha immed;g fature, or to. prepa:z-a for the aituatmn

b

that will he crea.te@. in tha av'ent o:E' a changeén political conditions, the existing
peans will rot suffice, and we mast beging 'bhd-l'lg even now, in terms of a wider,
more far.resching programme,
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